FLIGHT FOR LIFE FUND POLICY GUIDELINES

FLIGHT FOR LIFE 
SPONSORED AND CHARTERED AIRCRAFT

The Flight for Life Fund should be administered on a national basis with no exclusions.  All units, both in the private and state sector, should have access to the fund.
Jet or turbine aircraft will only be chartered if there is no other way of reaching the donor in time to harvest the heart, liver or lungs by scheduled flights, helicopter or ambulance.

Whenever possible, patients with the means to pay will be approached to make a contribution towards the flights and the medical aids will be approached regarding the payment of flights.

All patients receiving their organs through the Flight for Life Fund (FFLF) should receive letters from the Organ Donor Foundation, informing them of the flight program and the costs involved.  Units making use of the fund might be asked to submit names and addresses of patients to the Foundation or Flight co-ordinator.

THE FUND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:
1. The Fund is financially sound.

2. The organs to be transported MUST include either a heart, liver or lungs, as the costs are prohibitive for the collection of kidneys only
3. No ambulance or helicopter costs will be covered by the fund.  These can be carried by the institution/patient receiving the organ. 
4. Brain death certification, family consent, HIV and Hep B&C tests, and theatre availability are absolutely certain and confirmed prior to organising the flight
5. Equitable distribution of organs is a condition of granting a FFLF.  

6. Whenever possible, costs will be recouped by billing institutions/patients with the ability to pay.  

7. Aircraft availability, cost and safety need to be confirmed
8. All organs to be accompanied by transplant personnel as privately funded or sponsored aircraft are not to be used as a courier service

9. All attempts at obtaining a scheduled flight have been exhausted

10. To be used in the case of emergencies and not for convenience

METHOD FOR UTILIZATION OF FUND

All flights are to be co-ordinated through the Flight Co-ordinator of the ODF Management Committee.  

All units wishing to make use of the fund must first request assistance from the flight co-ordinator.  The following information will be needed:

1. Name of Transplant Coordinator and Transplant Centre

2. Hospital and City where donor is situated

3. Reason for request (eg, no scheduled flights, awkward theatre times, etc)

4. Approximate time for travel defined
5. Number of doctors/transplant personnel to fly

6. Type of organ/s are to be procured

The Chairperson of the Organ Donor Foundation management committee or someone appointed by him/her, will authorize the flight subject to FFLF criteria. 
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